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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-38 are pending in the instant application and have been examined. 

Drawings 

2. New corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121 (d) are required in this 
application because figures 5A, 5B, 5C, 6, 7A, and 7B are hand drawn and 
informal. Applicant is advised to employ the services of a competent patent 
draftsperson outside the Office, as the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office no 
longer prepares new drawings. The corrected drawings are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The requirement for 
corrected drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1 , 5-7, 21 , and 27-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Kaysen, US 6,839,776. 
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As for claim 1 , Kaysen teaches an apparatus comprising: a first adapter (fig. 3, 
elements 12, 32, col. 2 lines 54-65), wherein said first adapter contains hardware for 
storing a unique identifier (fig. 3 element 33: Database, col. 3 lines 9-19); a second 
adapter col. 2 lines 16-17, fig. 2), wherein said first adapter couples a first port 
associated with a computer peripheral to said second adapter (fig. 3 element 29: Mating 
Connector), and wherein said second adapter couples said first adapter to a second 
port associated with a processor (fig. 1 element 14:Processor, fig. 2 element 30, 
Adapter); a first software module associated with said processor (col. 2 lines 20-37), 
wherein said first software module consults a list of identifiers within said first software 
module and wherein each of said identifiers is associated with a respective computer 
peripheral authorized for use with said processor (col. 2 lines 43-52); and means for 
enabling communication to and from said computer peripheral under control of said 
processor (col. 1 lines 8-15, col. 2 lines 1-10). 

As for claim 5, Kaysen teaches the apparatus of claim 1 wherein said unique 
identifier comprises a serial number (col. 2 lines 43-53). 

As for claim 6, Kaysen teaches the apparatus of claim 1 wherein said unique 
identifier comprises a peripheral type (col. 2 lines 43-53, col. 3 lines 1-8). 
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As for claim 7, Kaysen teaches the apparatus of claim 1 further comprising a 
second software module associated with said processor, wherein said second software 
module: retrieves said first unique identifier from said first adapter; compares said first 
unique identifier with said list; and enables said communication if a match of said unique 
identifier is found in said list (col. 2 lines 20-26, 35-37). 

As for claim 21 , Kaysen teaches an apparatus comprising: a computer peripheral 
comprising a first port (fig. 3 element 29: Mating Connector, element 12: Peripheral, col. 
2 lines 54-64); a host computer comprising a second port (fig. 1 element 14: Processor, 
fig. 2 element 30: Adapter); a first adapter (fig. 3 element 12, 32, col. 2 lines 54-65), 
wherein said first: adapter contains a first hardware for storing a unique identifier (fig. 3 
element 33: Database, col. 3 lines 9-18); said first hardware; a second adapter (fig. 2 
element 30: Adapter), wherein said first adapter couples said first port to said second 
adapter (Fig. 3 element 29: Mating Connector), and wherein said second adapter 
couples said first adapter to said second port (fig. 1 element 14: Processor, fig. 2 
element 30: Adapter); a first software module associated with said host computer (col. 2 
lines 20-37), wherein said first software module consults a list of identifiers within said 
first software module and wherein each of said identifiers is associated with a respective 
computer peripheral authorized for use with said host computer (col. 2 lines 43-52); and 
a second hardware for enabling communication to and from said computer peripheral 
under the control of said host computer (col. 1 lines 8-15, col. 2 lines 1-10). 
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As for claim 27, Kaysen teaches the apparatus of claim 21 wherein said unique 
identifier comprises a serial number (col. 2 lines 43-53). 

As for claim 28, Kaysen teaches the apparatus of claim 21 wherein said unique 
identifier comprises a peripheral type (col. 2 lines 43-53, col. 3 lines 1-8). 

As for claim 29, Kaysen teaches the apparatus of claim 21 further comprising a 
second software module associated with said host computer, wherein said second 
software module: retrieves said first unique identifier from said first adapter; compares 
said first unique identifier with said list; and enables said communication if a match of 
said unique identifier is found in said list (col. 2 lines 20-37). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 2-4, 8, 9, 22-26, 30 and 31 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

6. Claims 10-20 and 32-38 are allowed. 

7. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The closest prior art in the field, Kaysen, fails to teach the combination of 
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features of the claimed invention as set forth in the following claims, particularly 
including: 

As for claim 2, the apparatus of claim 1 wherein said first adapter comprises a 
first keyed connector and said second adapter comprises a second keyed-connector, 
and wherein said first keyed-connector and said second-keyed connector are keyed to 
each other. Claim 3 is dependent on claim 2 and is therefore allowable on that basis. 

As for claim 4, the apparatus of claim 1 wherein said first adapter is destroyed 
when removed from said computer peripheral. 

As for claim 8, the apparatus of claim 7 wherein said second software module: 
stores information indicative of not finding a match of said unique identifier in said list; 
and generates an email indicative of not finding a match of said unique identifier in said 
list. Claim 9 is dependent on claim 8 and is therefore allowable on that basis. 

As for claim 10, The arrangement of the peripheral port ("first port"), first and 
second adapter, and the network port ("fourth port") where the adapters are connected 
to one another and to the peripheral and network port, all in combination with the other 
claim limitations particularly including the first hardware found in the first adapter for 
storing a unique identifier. Claims 1 1-20 are dependent on claim 10 and are therefore 
allowable on that basis. 
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As for claim 22, the apparatus of claim 21 wherein said second hardware is 
contained within said first adapter. 

As for claim 23, the apparatus of claim 21 wherein said second hardware is 
contained within said second adapter. 

As for claim 24, the apparatus of claim 21 wherein said first adapter comprises a 
first keyed connector and said second adapter comprises a second keyed-connector. 
Claim 25 is dependent on claim 24 and is therefore allowable on that basis. 

As for claim 26, the apparatus of claim 21 wherein said first adapter is destroyed 
when removed from said computer peripheral. 

As for claim 30, the apparatus of claim 29 wherein said second software module 
also stores information indicative of riot finding a match of said unique identifier in said 
list; and generates an email indicative of not finding a match of said unique identifier in 
said list. Claim 31 is dependent on claim 30 and is therefore allowable on that basis. 

As for claim 32, the use of adapters that comprise keyed-connectors, in 
combination with the other claim limitations. Claims 33-38 are dependent on claim 32 . 
and are therefore allowable on that basis. 
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Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The following US Patent documents teach systems of peripheral 
access that are pertinent to the applicant's disclosure: 



Rosenow et al. 5,483,596 

Challener et al. 6,754,826 

Lien et al. 5,386,567 

Olarig et al. 6,032,257 

Noldge US 2004/0098604 A1 

Arato 5,202,997 

Gates 5,299,314 

Traw et al. 6,009,527 
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9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul E. Callahan whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
3869. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 9 to 5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Emmanuel Moise, can be reached on (571) 272-3865. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is: (571) 
273-8300. 
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EMMANUEL L. MOISE 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



